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Dear Mr./Ms. (insert name) OR Sir/Madam,

Asia–Pacific Business Forum: Enhancing Regional Business Sustainability and Investment

Colombo, Sri Lanka, 25-27 November 2014


I am pleased to invite you to attend the eleventh Asia-Pacific Business Forum (APBF), which will be held from 25 to 27 November 2014 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. APBF is organized by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in collaboration with the Sri Lankan Board of Investment, Federation of Chambers of Commerce & Industry in Sri Lanka, National Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka, Ceylon Chamber of Commerce and International Chamber of Commerce Sri Lanka. This year’s Forum will discuss the theme “Enhancing Regional Business Sustainability and Investment”. 

APBF is an important dialogue and networking event held each year in Asia and the Pacific. The Forum facilitates exchanges between high-level professionals in the private and public sectors. Participants discuss pressing issues regarding governance, economic development, regional integration, trade and investment, corporate sustainability, disaster risk resilience and other key subjects. The multi-stakeholder setting engages policy-makers, business representatives, international agencies, civil society organizations and academics.  
APBF 2014 aims to identify the challenges and discover the most promising opportunities for enhancing interregional business connectivity and partnerships in the Asia-Pacific region within the context of achieving inclusive and sustainable development in the region in general and South Asia in particular. Over 500 senior government officials and business executives throughout Asia and the Pacific are expected to participate in this year’s Forum. The President of Sri Lanka, H.E. Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, is expected to deliver a special address at the Forum welcome dinner on Tuesday, 25 November. 

In addition to the Forum, a number of side events are scheduled including the 8th Session of the ESCAP Business Advisory Council, Fourth Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Network for Least Developed and Landlocked Developing Countries and the Tenth Session of the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT).  Participants will also have the opportunity to participate in a number of field and site visits, workshops on investment facilitation and disaster risk management, business matching event while a spouse programme is also being arranged by ESCAP in collaboration with local organizers. 

We shall be most grateful if you would kindly accept this invitation. Furthermore, we seek your kind cooperation in circulating this invitation and information within your business network. The tentative programme of the Forum is enclosed for your information. Participants are kindly requested to register free of charge for the event online at: http://apbf.unescap.org/content/registration.asp before 30 September 2014. The Forum’s website can be accessed at: http://apbf.unescap.org. Should you require any additional information or clarification please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Gordon Israel at israelg@un.org.
With kind regards,

